' This coming year marks the -10th anniversary of the California Conference of Local Health Officers. During the 10 years of its life the Conference has created a new pattern for state-local relationships in public health, a pattern which has proved effective, productive, and satisfactory. It is the purpose of this paper to relate the factors concerning the initiation of the Conference, to trace the development of the Conference, and to describe its role in the pattern of state-local relationships in California.
In the preparation of the subsidy legislation much thought was also given to the organization and composition of the California Conference of Local Health Officers. In many ways the Conference is patterned after the State and Territorial Health Officers Association and the Conference of State Health Officers with the Surgeon General. The law provides that the Conference shall consist of all legally appointed local health officers in the state. The act also provides that "the Conference shall organize and shall annually elect a president, a vice-president and a secretary who shall serve as the executive committee of the Conference, and each of them shall be a full-time local health officer." "The president of the Conference, after consultation with the Director, shall appoint for the purpose of advising with the Director, such other committees of the Conference as may from time to time be necessary." The law likewise stipulates that expenses for attending meetings of the committees of the Conference shall be a legal charge against the state funds available for administration of the subsidy act. Thus, although the original purpose of the Conference itself was in relation to the approval of standards for the receipt of State Public Health Assistance Act funds, opportunity was created for committees of the Conference to meet, on the call of the state health director at state expense, for the purpose of advising with the director.
California Conference of Local Health Officers
The first meeting of the California Conference of Local Health Officers was held in September of 1947, the same month in which the State Public Health Assistance Act became effective. Prior to the first meeting, temporary committees of local health officers had been working with the staff in the State Health Department to develop suggested standards for consideration by the Conference. At this first meeting the Conference adopted "rules and procedures" prepared by the preliminary working committee on rules and regulations. Subsequent guides include almost every program area in the field of public health. At the present time these guides are being compiled and rewritten in a uniform manner. In essence, this compilation resembles a manual on desirable local public health administration practices and procedures.
In recent years the Conference has been increasingly active and effective in the field of legislation. Some legislation has actually been developed within the Conference and subsequently introduced into the legislature for consideration. Conference representatives have appeared before legislative committees on numerous occasions for discussion of various proposals relating to public health. Most recently the Conference and its representatives were instrumental in securing a number of amendments in proposed legislation dealing with community mental health services.
Although the Conference was originally conceived as a body to approve standards relating to subsidy and the committees as groups to advise with the state director of public health, the Conference has gradually developed patterns of relationship with many other agencies California is a state with strong local autonomy. Although the ultimate responsibility for public health in California rests with the state by legislative action and through policy and precedent, this responsibility has been carried out through the development and support of strong local health departments throughout the entire state. An essential factor in such a system is a mechanism whereby responsible state and local officials can work closely together in the planning, the organization, and the implementation of public health programs. Four major research projects are in the center's initial program. A sample group of applicants for their first driver licenses will be given special physical and psychiatric tests. Their accident experience will be studied for three years and compared to a similar control group not examined. One aim is to determine whether the testing procedure itself has a favorable influence on driver behavior.
The second project will be concerned with the relationship of physical and mental disabilities to traffic accident experience. A third project is extension of the department's 1953 Schenectady Driver Behavior and Highway Safety Research Project to identify personal characteristics of drivers that lead to accidents. The fourth project is a study of the extent to which alcohol figures in accidents in view of the fact that some studies suggest that alcohol is a much bigger factor than statistics indicate.
